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SAVANNAH, Ga. - The No. 21-ranked Armstrong Atlantic State University softball squad plated two runs in the bottom of
the sixth to pick up a 3-1 first-game win over Wingate on Saturday, earning a split with the Bulldogs at the Armstrong
Softball Field in Savannah. Wingate scored four first-inning runs in the nightcap and held on for a 7-5 win in game two.
The Pirates (5-1) took an early 1-0 lead against Wingate (3-3) in the first game on Ashley Buckett's two-out RBI double in
the second inning.
Armstrong pitcher Megan Barnwell, meanwhile, retired the first 11 batters she faced in the game - until a solo home run by
Maureen Sandidge in the fourth inning tied the game at 1-1.
The Pirates then rallied in the sixth as Shelby Duff led off the inning with a double. A sacrifice moved Duff to third, and after
a ground out, Whitney Galloway was hit by a pitch. After a Galloway steal of second, Heather Walker's two-out two-RBI
double gave the Pirates the 3-1 lead.
Barnwell (3-0) then put the finishing touches on a one-hitter, walking two and striking out nine, to pick up the win with the
complete game performance. Wingate starter Allison Smith took the loss for the Bulldogs, giving up six hits and three runs in
six innings, walking two and striking out six.
In game two, Wingate scored four first-inning runs - highlighted by a bases-clearing three-run double by Emily Chavis - to
take a 4-0 lead. Armstrong battled back to within two, as a Keela Scott solo shot in the second inning and an RBI double
from Scott, folllowed by an error, in the fourth made it a 5-3 ballgame. 
Wingate added a run in the sixth on an RBI single by Jessica Walsh, but a two-run home run by Baillie Temples in the
bottom of the sixth brought the Pirates to within just one, 6-5. Armstrong tried to steal the tying run in the same inning but
Megan Qualls was thrown out at the plate, and Wingate added an insurance run in the seventh on a solo home run by Gina
Ager.
Shelby Duff (1-1) took the loss for the Pirates, giving up 10 hits and six runs - four earned - in 5 1/3 innings, walking six and
striking out five. Brittany Blankenship picked up the win for Wingate, giving up five hits and three runs - two earned - in six
innings, walking two and striking out two.
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